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e a great noiſe in a tow 
and becomes the ſubject of gener atten- 
tion and converſation, eſpecially if it have any 
meaning, which is not generally underſtaod, or 
converted to a more uſeful purpoſe tha the indul- 
gence of idle curioſity, will. ſurcly be allowed to. 
ord juſt matter for public animadverſion and dif- 
cuffion, . 4 eee e PUNT 
That the © New BELL:,” Which have lately are” - 
rived in Sheffield, and are juſt now put up in dur 
pariſh-church, are preciſely of this deſeription 
that they have lately made, and are likely to make, 
much No1sE in the town and neightouftiballia q' 
that this noiſe, according to the well-known laws 
of pneumatic vibration and ſympathy, has erected” 
the ears, and ſet in motion the clappers of almoſt all 
the inhabitants, cannot be denied. But, awid@} all 
this ſound, there appears to have been but little at- 


tention paid to the ſenſe, meaning 2nd purpaſe of” 
' 


the thing; and, among all the changes that have, | 
been rung in conyciſation on ibis inexhauttible 
. -.% FOR: uc A n r 
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topic, ſcarcely any one has ventured to ſtrike out a 
ſingle note of ſerious reflection, or uſeful admoni- 
tion. I know not, even, whether any of our 
ſchool-maſters have put it as a queſtion to their 
ſcholars in arithmetic, how many changes may be 
rung on a peal of ten, more than of eight bells, and 
how many hours it would take (allowing ſo many 
changes to a minnte) to complete the whole poſſible 
number. 

The writer of this addreſs is far from ſuppoſing 
himſelf qualified (that he may carry on the metaphor 
of muſic) to compoſe any thing that ſhall pleaſe nice 
and faſtidious cars. Yet as he has, himſelf, been 
amuſed, and, as he thinks, well employed, in in- 
diting the following rhap/edy, which, according. to 
the ſubject be has - Jy will naturally 


1 "A 3 Mp cc ſteer 
From grave to gay, from lively to ſevere,” 


(Por s) 


ſo he is willing to hope, that various claſſes of 
hearers may receive, from a due attention to ſome 
or other of its "wakes ſome ſmall degree of enter- 
tainment and inſtruction» And as the clergy have 
often juſtly complained, that their exhortations and 
Teproofs from the pulpit, on the prevalent and in- 
erenſing neglet of puBLic woRsHIP, are only 
heard by thoſe who are preſent in church, to whom 
ſuch exhortations and reproofs are, therefore, leaſt 
of all applicable and neceſſary, if, in particular, he 
could hope to ring a peal in the ears of ſuch as habi- 
toally abſent themſelves from the houſe of Gop, 
which might attract their notice, remind them of 
tlieir real intereſts, and recall them to the ob- 
ſervance of this moſt important duty, he ſhould 
think that he had happily availed himſelf of an in- 
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nocent artifice to render an eſſential ſervice to his 
fellow-towuſmen, and of an inviting opportunity to 
convert a temporary ſubject of popular concern, into 
an occaſion of promoting the eternal; and infinitely 
important cauſe of truth and religion. 2 

To what age the invention of bells is to be attri- 
buted, antiquaries are not agreed. The heathen 
Greeks and Romans were certainly poſſeſſed of ſome 
ſuch inſtrument, which, however, it is generally 
ſuppoled, was of ſmall ſize, and confined to do- 
meſtic uſes, Whatever, therefore, we may think 
of the pretenſions of the Chineſe, it is highly pro- 
bable, that, at leaſt in Europe, the caſting of large 
bells, and their application to public purpoſes, is 
poſterior to the chriſtain æra But we have the 
moſt authentic accounts of their early introduction. 
into the chriſtian churches ; and the public purpoſes 
for which they were originally deſigned are well ex- 
prefied in the antient latin diſtich inferted on the 
title page of this letter—which may be thus trans- 
lated. 


Both prieſts and people we convoke, | 
Lauding Jehoval!'s name, 
We wail the dead, drive plague away, 
And holidays proclaim. . 
Like every thing elſe connected with religion, 
even bells, alas | became, during the dark ages, the 
{ubjeRt of many ſuperſtitious notions and practices. 
Abſurd forms and ceremonies were employed in 
confecrating, or chriſtening them; and it was be- 
lieved, that the ringing ot them was efficacious in 
diſpelling peſtilence and ftorms of thunder. We 
may char itably fuppoſe, that this latter concluſion 
either originated in the unphiloſophical notion of their 
producing this effect by agitating the air, or that 


6 


the primary intention of calling the people together 
to pray, during the prevalence of theſe calamities, 
was afterwards miſunderſtood, and converted into 


an irrational reliance on the means which warned. 


them of their danger, * 

With this fingle exception, however, which the 
increaſing good ſenſe and knowledge of the times 
have entirely obviated, can any reaſonable or ſolid 
objection be made to the continued application of 
this antient, and truly clegant invention, to all the 
other purpoſes above enumerated.?? To thoſe, in- 
deed, who live in the immediate neighbourhood of 
large and heavy. bells, the loudneſs of the noiſe, 
which is neceſſary. to their being heard at a diſtance, 
may, for. a time, and under particular circumſtances, 
be inconvenient and troubleſome. It is even related 
of the city of Bourdeaux, that having been deprived 
of its bells, as a puniſhment for rebellion, when. it 
was offered to have them reſtored, the people un- 
animouſly refuſed it; having taſted the eaſe and 
conveniency of being freed from their conſtant din 
and jangling. But that this would not be the 
choice of the far greater majority of the reſidents in 
this place, is evident, from the frequent complaints 
which have been heard, during the time that they 
have been deprived of the accuſtomed ſound of their 
old bells, and the erection of the new ones, how 
very dull and lifeleſs the town appeared, eſpecially 
on Sundays; and by the general intereſt which the 


1 It is ſurely quite needleſs, in the preſent age, to caution even 
the moſt ignorant againſt havi''s recourſe io ſuch prepoſterous mea- 
{nres for the prevention and cure of infectious diſe.ſes, wſtead of 
cleanlineſs, medicine, and devon application to the great Gop of life 
and health: and ſcarcely nec fly to mention, that, during athunder 
Horm, it is very unſafe to be ringing metallic bells, placed ſo high 


up in the atmoſphere; and that, at ſuch a time, it is prudent to avoid 
heing near even the wire of a common houſe-hell, wich is a very. 


good conductor of the electiic fluid, and is generaily mehed when the 
edifice is ſtricken with lightning. 
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ſubject has excited. Undoubtedly, che peaceable 
inhabitants of Sheffield ought not to be incommoded 
and diſturbed by the * conſtant din and jangling” of 
bells, on every trivial occaſion, or merely for the 
amuſement of the ringers themſelves. And it is 
hoped, that when the firſt edge of novelty is worn 
off, the ſociety will be content with their ufual and 
ſtated times of exhibiting that eminent proficiency 
in their art which they indiſputably poffeſs. Ar 
proper times, however, and on proper occaſions, 
who is there that does not feel the enlivening and 
animating, the ſolemn and affecting, influence of 
theſe harmonious and, powerful inſtruments of mu- 
kc, whoſe | 


_ joy ful ſound 
*« Makes hills and valleys echo round 2” * 


There is in ſouls a ſympathy with ſaunds, 
And as the mind is pitchad, the ear is pleaſed: 
Wich melting airs or marti-], briſk or grave, 
Some chord, in un ſon with what we hear, 
Is tonched within.us, and th heart replies, 
Row ſoft the muſic of thoſe © tunefa}” bells 
Falling, at intervals, vpon the ear 

In cadence ſweet ; now dynig all away, 

Wow reahng loud again, and louder ſtill, 
Clear and ſunvrous, as the gale comes on! 


(Co .-) 


But, without entering on the conſideration of 
theſe „ finer feelings,” which are more ' peculiarly. 


| ſuited ro poetical deſcription, I ſhall immediate] 
| advert to a teflection, which this ſubject has, of. 


late, repeatedly ſuggeſted to my mind—namely—.. 


how different our fituation is from that of the 


. *. Iifcription on the third bell, 


wretched inhabitants of a neighbouring country, if 
there be any left among them, who ſtill retain their 
wonted reſpect for the cuſtoms of their forefathers, 
and the duties and decencies of the chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion, but are not permitted to ſanctify the Chiiftian 
Sabbath—have been robbed, not only of the re- 
venues of their church, but of the very edifices in 
which they were accuſtomed to aſſemble for public 
worthip and inſtruction —and have ſeen their bells 
forcibly carried off, by their tyrants, to be melted 
down into cannon and cannon-balls ;- while wwe are 


laying out iome hundreds of pounds in the purchaſe 


of new bells, are planning great iinprovements and 
repairs in the venerable fabric 6f our parith-church, 
and are (I had almoſt ſaid - would to Gop I could 
ſay—) unanimciſiy agreed in our wiſhes and exer= 
tions to maintain a due obſervance of the Lord's 
Day, and to render it “ a delight, holy unto the 
Lord, and honourable.” 

For one purpoſe, | believe, the uſe of a ſingle 
bell is ſtill allowed in France; that is, for a tocſin, 
or alarum, to which we have nothing exactly 
ſimilar, unleſs it be the“ fire-bel},” which is a moſt 
uſeful inſtitution, and never yet ſolicited, in vain, 
the immediate and moſt active aſſiſtance of the inha- 
bitents of this town, for the diſtreſſed ſufferers 
under the awful calamity which it announces.— 
God forbid, we ſhould ever witneſs its proſtitution, 
as among our infatuated neighbours, to the purpoſes 
of treaſon, or that it ſhould ever become, as with 
them, the dire fignal of popular inſurrection. ; 


Very different, indeed, are the ideas which we 
have been accuſtomed to aſſociate with the ſound: 


of 


« The cheerful bells, which wake the morn 
« On which our gracious King was born,“ 
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or on any other of thoſe loyal or religious occaſions, 
when, according to the motto on the fifth bell, 


„% In honour both of God and King, 


« Their voices loud in concert ring,” 


Long may they continue to be employed for theſe 
laudable and pious purpoſes! To which every true 
Briton and Churchman will anſwer with a — 
Amen! | 
I know, indeed, that ſome of the moſt ſerious, 
and well diſpoſed members of our community, can- 
not give their entire and cordial aſſeut to the cuſtom 
of ringing, and other uſual expreffions of our joy, 


on account of any ſucceſſes obtained over our ene- 


mies. In ſuch caſes, it certainly well becomes us 
to “ rejoice with reverence.” But, however an 


one may, and every benevolent perſon muſt, feel- 
ingly lament the 

untimely deſtruction of ſo many of our ſpecies, not 
only on our own fide, but on that of the enemy, 
who are, neveitheleſs, our fellow-creatures and our 


orrible effects of war, and the 


rethren—yet, when, as in the preſent caſe, the 
onteſt is inevitable, and there remains no poſſible 
lternative but the ſubjection of our enemies, or our 


Own ruin and deſtruction, ſurely we may be allow- 


d to expreſs our gratitude and joy when we are 
ictorious in the day of battle. And though we all 
nxiouſly look forward to the happy time when we 


may celebrate, in yet more joyful and rapturous 


otes, the ceflation of hoſtilities, and the return of 
eace to ourſelves, and to the afflicted nations of 
,urope, it cannot be improper, in the mean time, 
d © tell it out among the people, that the Lord is 
ing,” and that“ He hath done great things for us 
ready, whereof we rejoice ;” and, on the loud 
ymbals'” of the temple, to proclaim His praiſe, 
j 
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% who alone giveth victory unto kings.” Not only 
on this, but on every other occaſion, the ringing of 
bells—the joyful and ſacred muſic of the ſanctuary 
—either is, or ought to be, as well as the place by 
which it is ſanctificd, [Mat. ch. xxiii. ver. 16—22.] 
more or leſs connected with ſacred and religious im- 
—— on the mind; and ſhould ſeldom or never 

admitted where this conneCtion neither does or 
may exiſt. 

In the caſe of thoſe highly valuable and uſeful in- 
ſtitutions, the fick-clubs, for inſtance ;—it will 
readily be allowed, that a more worthy theme than 
that of charity and brotherly union” cannot em- 
ploy the iron tongues”? of theſe “ loud heralds 
of the paſſing day,” But unleſs this * charity,” which 
ce giveth its goods to feed. the poor, ſpring from 
that vital principle, the love of Gor and man, it is 
as vain as the tinkling cymbal? wien ſounds its 
praiſe ! Unleſs RELIGION be the it and foundation 
of this “ brotherly union,“ it. may be very different, 
indeed, from that which is praiſe-worthy, and ought 
only to be celebrated by „ the joyful and ſacred 
muſic of the ſanctuary!“ 

Though, therefore, theſe inſtitutions have not. a 
more ſincere and cordial: well-wiſher than mylelf, 
and without giving full credit to thoſe who repreſent 
them as having become entirely political and ſedi- 
tions, inſtead of benevolent ſocieties, I would cer- 
tainly, if I had ſuch authority, refuſe them the uſe 
of the church-bells, until they, at leaſt, ſo far diſ- 
proved the charge of being inimical to the religion 
and government of their country, as to reſume the 
immemorial cuſtom, which they have, for ſeveral 
years, renounced, of attending, on their annual 
feaſt-day, the public worsn1P of the church. 

It may, perhaps, be aſked, what connection there 
is with © things ſacred and religious,” on (ome 
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other occaſions, which are nyo: © honoured with 
the ringing of bells? TI readily anſwer: At wake 
or fair, or on the evening of a common market- 
day, the cheerful peal is a ſong of thankſgiying” 
to Him who maketh the graſs to grow upon the 
mountains, who giveth food to all fleſh and ſuffereth 
not our cattle to decreaſe,” —and of bleſſing on the 
head of thoſe “ who withhold not their corn,” but 
* ſet it forth” in juſt meaſure, and at a fair price. 
On our ſtate-holidays, it is the tribute of loyalty and 
affection to the excellent monarch on the throne, 
and of praiſe to Him * by whom kings reign and 
princes decree juſtice,” by the kindneſs of whoſe. 
providence we of this kingdom are yet permitted to 
„ Jead a quiet and peaceable life, favourable to all 
godlineſs and honeſty, and to “ fit ſecurely, each 
under our own vine and fig-tree.” And that the 


folemnization of the marriage vow, which often 
. Bids the merry bells ring in our ears,” 


ſhould alſo be“ connected with ſacred and reli. 
gious,” as well as joyous * impreffions“ on the 
mind, will not he denied in tis country, where, 
(however lightly it may be efteemed, by the diſciples _ 
of the new philoſophy, on the continent) it is {till 
acknowledged, and enforced dy the laws, as of divine 
and indifſoluble authority, That it may for ever. be 
ſo, and be more and more honovred, and inviolably 
preſerved, muſt be the ſincere prayer of every welt 
wiſher to the peace and good order of ſociety, and 
to the deareſt intereſts and happineſs of the human 
race, | | | 4 | 

The following poſy is inſerted on the ſixth of 
our new bells: — e 
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The bride and groom we greet, 
In holy wedlock joined : 

Our ſounds are emblems ſweet 
Of peace and love combined, 


On which delightful part of my ſabjea I could 
_—_ chime much longer, and know not how to 
ceaſe. 

But, without ſtopping to explain, as I had in- 
tended, the origin and intention of the * morning» 
ſummons” to early prayer and labour, and of the 
% curtew*” or evening bell; and deſpairing to „rike, 
to any good purpoſe, on certain other bells, which 
annually ring their /iver—but (ſtrange to tell) on 
that very account, to many perſons' ears, diſcor dant 
notes; I ſhall immediately cover * this fanciful 
roundelay of moral muſings” with the deep tone of 
ſolemn admonition, on what I have already men- 
tioned to be the chief burden of my ſong—* the 
prevalent and increaſing neglect of PUBLIC woR- 
SHIP, 

It is, certainly, amazing, that there ſhould be in 
the <* ſouls” of ſome of my fellow-townſmen, ſuch 
« ſympathy with the ſound” of their “ tune ful 
hells,” on many other occaſions, and that they 
mould be ſo deaf and inſenſible to their call, when, 
on the firſt day of every week, they ſummon them 
to the houſe of Gop, * with the multitude of thoſe 
that keep holiday” in remembrance of thoſe trul 
great and joyful events, the creation of the world, 
and the reſurrection of their Lord and Saviour, 

ſus Chriſt * At other times, they will run eager- 
y to enquize, What news? Who's married? 
Who's dead? What gicat man paſſes through the 


A technical term, in ringing. 


13 
town? But on Sundays, they either cannot hear, 
or do not attend to, „the riſing or falling peal.“ 

For iyſelf, I own, that on ad proper occaſions, 
I am particularly fond of this ſpecies of muſic. 
Through the medium of it, I have often been ſy m- 
pathetically moved to * rejoice with them that did 
rejoice, and weep with them that wept.” In every 
common cauſe, either of mirth or mourning, we feel 
ourſelves indebted to the invention. But, ſurely, 
there is no cauſe, in Which we are fo univerſally 
intereſted, as that which leaſt of all arreſts the gen- 


eral attention and regard, On my ears, theſe founds 
never “ fall fo ſweetly,” as when they 


celebrate the auſpicious morn, 
On w hich the Son of God was born“ 


* from the dead /”—which, I apprehend, is a con- 
ſtruction that may fairly be put on this couplet, in- 
ſcribed on the fourth bell; and which makes it 
anſwer, not merely for Chriſtmas day, but to every 
return of the Lord's day—that high and feſtive day, 

which, ſuperſeving the Jewiſh Sabbath, and, uniting ' 
in one, as I have juſt mentioned, the remembrance 
of the creation of the world, and the refurrection of 
Him“ by whom it was created,” giveth, „ in all 
things, the pre-eminence to him, who is before all 
things, by whom all things conſiſt, who is the head 
of his body, the church, the image of the inviſible 
God.” [Colols. ch 1. ver. 15—18.] On my ears, 
1 ſay, the“ tuneful bells“ never * fall fo ſweetly,” * 
as when they awaken in me the recollection that 1 


live in a chriſtian country, and invite me © to come + 


and worſhip with my brethren in Chriſt,” and fall 
5. | | 
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down and kneel before the Lord, our Maker and 
Redeemer :”—to come and hear © the Goſpel preach- 
ed to every creature: - to hear, — what the wiſeſt 
ſages of antiquity could nevei teach, nor the moſt- 
learned ſophiſt of the preſent age can now demonſ- 
trate, except by the light which is borrowed: from 
Revelation—the glad tidings of pardon for paſt ſins, 
upon the terms of ſincere repentance and renewed 
obedience : the promiſe of God's Holy Spirit, “ to 
help my infirmities,” and the aſſurance of a joyful 
reſurreCtion to everlaſting life, through. the merits 
of a crucified and triumphant Saviour! 

But] muſt not indulge in a deſcription ofthe religion 
of Jeſus Chit, or of its ſuperlative excellence above 
the cold and cheerleſs, the defective and miſchievous 
ſyſtems of antient or modern Philoſophers! I ſpeak 
only to thoſe, who acknowledge the being of a God, 
and the truth and authority of the Holy Scriptures ; 
who pretend to lament the growth and progreſs 
of infidelity and vice in the world at large, and 
among their immediate neighbours in particular, 
and to be zealous for the promorion of thoſe princi- 
ples of religion and morality which are the only 
ſure foundation of the peace and happineſs of ſociety, 
and yet, by their flagrant neglect of the public wor- 
ſhip of God, and of the peculiar ordinances of Chriſ- 
. tianity, give, to all theſe verbal acknowledgments 
and profeſſions, a direct practical CONTRADICTION | 
For ſuch, | think, their own an{wers to the ſollow-— 
ing que ſt ions, after they have duly conſidered them, 
muſt evidently prove that it is. | | 

In all the variety of religions that were ever diſ- 
covered, over the face of the whole earth, was there 
ever one heard of, that did not enjoin on its votaries, 
an attendance, at certain ſtated times, on the public 


* 
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worthip of the object of that religion, wintever it 
might be? Have not traveliers grounded the opinton- 
(whether true or falie) of their having diſcovered 
tome tavage tribes of mankind, who were to rude 

and ignorant as to be wianlly devoid of all religious 
knowledge and ſenument, priacipaily on this cir 

cumſtance; that they could not obterve, among 
them, any ſigus ot a religious a//cmb:y, or trace, to a 
religious ſource, any ot ther peculiar cuſtoms and 
ceremonies, Which were exhibited in PUBLIC? Did 
they, then, nightly conclude, that they had uo reli- 
gion? 


What would be the conſequence to any religion 
whatever, if its public aſſemblies and ceremonies 
where to be wholly dilcontinued:— and what would 
he te effect upon ſociety, among ourſelves, if a dif. 
delief and diſregard oi the chriftian religion, were to. 
become prevalent among the people of this country 
{ Ponder this queſtion well and lay it ſeriouſly to 
heart! ] But does not every perſon, who, habitually, 
or, at any time, without jult cauſe, abſents himſelf 
from ſuch public aſſembly, and refuſes to join in its 
preſcribed ceremonies, or ordinances, unavoidably 
contribute to this conſequence and effect; to the 
extent of the influence ot his particular inſtance ? 
Is not an affembly made up of individuals? Bur, if, 
to the immediate influence of every particular in- 
lance, we turther add the force of example, who 
can tell to what extent the abſence of an individual 
may affect the exiſtence of the aſſembly ? 


If there be a God, is it not our bounden duty to 
acknowledge our belief in Him, and our dependence 
upon Him? If we love Him as we ought, ſhall we 
not rejoice to do ſo, for the take of others, for His 
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fake, and for our own? Whatever be the inward 
humility and devotion of our minds towards this in- 
viſihle Being, or however maniteſt theſe may appear 
in His fight ** who underſtandeth the ſecrets of the 
heart,“ bow ſhall others know that we do ſo depend 
upon God, or even. that we at all believe in Him, if 
we never own our dependence upon Him, by wor- 
ſhipping Him in public? Judging of our attachment 
to the © King of Kings,” by what would be our be- 
haviour towards an earthly monarch, for whom we 
felt a loyal and dutiful regard, have we not reaſon 
to ſulpect the reality of theſe good diſpoſitions in our 
mind, for which we take credit to ourſelves, if we 
feel a difinclination to make a public profeſſion of 
our attachment, “ by treading His courts,” —by 
frequenting thoſe aſſemblies, which are inſtituted to 
the honour and glory of His name? Can theſe good 
diſpoſitions long exiit, under the continual reſtraint 
of ſecrecy and ſilence? On the other hand, do we 
not often find our religious affections towards Cod, 
and our benevolent . (994 towards our'fellow-crea- 


tures greatly enlivened and increaſed, by the aid of 


public, ſocial worfhip ? 

Conſidering theſe aſſemblies, alſo, in another light, 
as Schools of religious and moral inſtruction ; and 
ſuppoſing, even, that you were ſo well informed, 
that you could learn nothing at church, but what 
you already knew; — Have we not all continual need 
to have the important truths of religion refreſhed in 
our memories, and to be reminded of our duty? And 
if you ſlay away, avowedly on this plea, will not 
they, who ſtand moſt in nced of inſtruction and ad- 
monition, be the firit to avail themiclves of the ſame 
excuſe? Who are ſo likely to fancy that they 


know every thing, as they who know nothing ?“ 
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Who are ſo impatient of counſel and correction as 
fools ? 1 

Is it not an expreis commandment of your religion, 
to ** ſanctiſy the ſabbath day? And does not the 
in variable practice of the Jews, and of the Chriſtian 
Church, from its very firſt foundation, of devoting 
a certain portion of this day to the purpoſes of pub- 
lic prayer, the public reading of the ſeriptures, and 
public lectures and exhortations, afford a moſt ſatis- 
factory illuſt ration of this commandment, and prove 
that this at leaſt is included in, and forms an eſſen- 
tial part of the duty of keeping holy the ſeventh 
day? Are we not exhorted by the Apoſtle “ not to 
forſake the aſſembling of ourſelves together,” and 
invited to the practice of ſocial worſhip, by a moſt 
extraordinary promiſe from the Author of our faith ? 
[Matt. xviii. 19, 20 } Does not “the communion 
of the body and blood of Chriſt,” which is the pe- 
culiar badge of his diſciples, and a ſtanding teſti. 
mony of the truth of his religion to the lateſt 
poſterity, neceſſarily imply that we © come together 
into one place ? 

Theſe queſtions might be multiplied without end. 
But inſtead of purſuing them, let me conclude by 
once more recalling to your recollection the fright- 
ful phenomenon of the b rench Revolution, and the 
awful conteſt in which we are engaged, not only 
with French arms, but French PRINCIPLES : —prin- 
ciples, which, however they may be ſupported and 
invigorated by other adventitious circumſtances, 
have their root and foundation in this one farſt evil 
—INFIPELITY. The leading and moſt amazing 
feature in the character of our enemies, is their open 
rebeilion againſt the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. And 

their abolition of the fabbath, as a day of reſt, by an 
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expreſs law, and their decided averſion from, if not 
direct abolition of the public worſhip of God, are 
amongſt the moſt lamentable and baneful effects of 
that ſyſtem, which whoeyer ſincerely deprecates, 
will not, ſurely, conſent to produce the very /me 
fears, by his own negligence, or perverſeneſs. 

urely, while we have the unreſtrained liberty of 
worſhipping God according to our conſcience, we 
ſhall © not torſake the aſſembling ourtelves together.“ 
If we have“ any bowels of mercies“ tor ourſelves, 
our children, or our country, we ſhall not draw 
down the vengeance of God, by rejeing the faith 
which is in Jeſus Chriſt, and by polluting his holy 
ſabbath. We have often, indecd, been reminded, 
that our obedience to the fourth commandment, 
however regular and exact, is not the whole of our 
duty. Far, very far, from it ! But the breaking of 
this commandment will iufallibly lead to the breach 
of all others. And there is not a ſurer ſymptom of 
national corruption and depravity, and efpeciall of 
that ingratitude to God, and diſregard of all his 
threatenings, and all his mercies, which is ſure to 
bring, on any nation, ſwift deſtruction, than the 
prevalent neglect of the public worthip of God. 

Only two other uſes, to which Bells are common- 
ly applied, remain now to he mentioned; the fir{t of 
which cannot be better deſcribed than in the well- 
known words of the mouiniul Poet: — 


« The bell ſtrikes oac - We take no note of time, 
Bat by its loſs. To give it then a tongue, 
Is wiſe in man, As li aun Angel ſpoke, 
I feel the ſolemn found If heard aright, 
It is the Knell of my departed hours, — 
It is the ſnal that demands diſpatch. 
gow much is to be done!“ 
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— 


The fecond and laſt, will again lead us, unavoid- 
ably, to a compariſon of our own notions and prac- 
tices-with thoſe of the“ illuminated diſciples of the 
new philoſophy.” For while they are induſtrious- 
ly teaching the materiality of the thinking principle 
within them, and inicribing on the final repoſitories 
of their ſouls and bodies, that © Death is eternal 
leep, —the with, that is expreſſed on the largeſt 
and decpeſt of our balls, recognizes a quite different 
doctrine, and gives us a far more comfortable view 
of our approaching diſſolution. 


% May all whom I fall fammon to the grave, 


The ble.ling of a well ſpent life receive 


lt was cuſtomary, in the antient Romiſh Church, 
when any one was departing out of life, to give 
notice by the ringing of a bell, to the neighbourhood, 
that the dying perſon might receive the benefit of. 
their prayers Hence the origin of our paſſing- 
bells :—which are now, indeed, only intended to 
announce the event of death, after it has taken 
place: —a cuſtom which is, at leaſt, ſo far proper 
and uſeful, that it frequently faves many painful in- 
quiries of the friends of the deceaſed ; aid might 
ecome highly beneficial, by reminding us, while we 
are buſlly engaged in the cares and pleaſures of this 
life, how differently others. are employed; in what 
a wor dot difeaſe and death we live; how trail 
and uncertain is the tenure of mortality, and how 
inevitably our bodies, which are © duſt and aſhes” 
ſhall return unto the * duſt,” and our - ſpirits return 
unto God who gave them.” 


That thy immortal ſpirit, Reader! may, by ſin- 
cere. © repentance towards God,” and unfeigned.. 
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« faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” and by. 
« walking in all the flatures and ordinances of the 
Lord, blameleſs,“ be prepared, before this awful. 
change, to appear in his preſence,” is the ſincere. 
add fervent prayer of S FI 


Thy Friend and Fellow Servant, 


I. I. 


Shefzeld, April 29, \ 
1 799 · ” 


